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Structure 2 shows the most extreme looting damage, and the mound has virtually been 
gutted. The mound is four meters high, and apparently was accessed via a western entrance 
(Cheetham et al. 1992:18). This is of particular interest as the Martinez sacbe runs from the 
edge of the platform, directly adjacent to Structure 2 on its western side. 

Structure 3 is 3.5 meters high and is located at the end of the Martinez Sacbe, north of 
the main group (Cheetham 1992:18). Besides being looted, this structure was also partly 
destroyed by the construction of a modem road. Presently this structure has not been tested. 

Structure 5 is located approximately 100 meters east of the main platform. The mound 
is relatively small, measuring only 25 centimetres in height. An assortment of ceramic sherds 
were found in association with this mound by David Cheetham, who notes that they mostly 
date to the Late Classic period (1992:19). Although test pits or more extensive excavations 
have yet to be initiated at this structure, one can suggest that Structure 5 was likely a 
household structure as suggested by its size, ceramic associations, proximity to chultuns, and 
its offset nature from the main Plaza group. 

STRUCTURE 4 

Structure 4 is located 40 meters east of the platform group on a small limestone ridge. 
The mound is 1.75 meters high, and is the second smallest structure at Zopilote. 
Unfortunately, a rather extensive looters trench has disturbed much of the structure's interior, 
and the placement of the backdirt from the trench has served to distort the true shape and size 
of the mound. Because horizontal excavations were not conducted in 1993, size measurements 
were taken from the interpreted edges of the mound. From north to south, the mound 
measured 9.4 7 meters, and from east to west, 11.79 meters. 

The somewhat offset nature of structure 4 from the main plaza and its small size were 
the primary reasons for assuming a household function of this structure. This, along with the 
fact that it is one of only two such structures at Zopilote and in its surrounding area prompted 
us to excavate it this past field season (1993). 

Looters Trench 

Our initial investigation of the mound involved the cleaning and examination of the 
looter's trench. The looters had entered the mound along its southern edge, and then excavated 
into the interior of the mound. Once they reached the back retaining wall they then began 
digging towards the east. While the looters did extensive damage, the trench was helpful in 
that it gave us an idea of the layout of the structure and what to expect in our excavations. 
The trench cut into the centre of the structure, revealing a series of extremely well preserved, 
superimposed plaster floors, most of which had no fill between them. There were also the 
remains of what we interpreted to be the back wall of the structure. The north-west comer of 
the trench revealed two superimposed cut stones which seemed to run on an east-west axis. 
We could see that behind these stones the wall extended westerly into the mound. Of 
particular interest was the discovery that these stones had been plastered on their interior side. 
Unfortunately the wall was broken by the looters as a gap appears along where the wall should 
continue. However, adjacent to these cut stones at the eastern cut of the looter's trench are 
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some more cut stones which run on a north-south axis, but which likely meet up with the back 
retaining wall. This apparent second "wall" however, does not extend far as it is merely two 
cut stones (approximately 80 centimetres) long. Both of these sections of cut stone were set 
on the same floor, and had a later floor abutting them until. While cleaning up and examining 
the looter's trench we came across minimal amounts of pottery, and few lithic artifacts. Those 
ceramic fragments we did fmd seemed to be predominately Late Classic in date. 

Excavation 

Because of time constraints, we were unable to Inltlate a horizontal excavation of 
Structure 4. However, in retrospect it would seem that this method may have been particularly 
useful for determining the function of this peculiar mound. 

Unit 1 

On the basis of the exposed interior architecture, we decided to set up .an excavation 
unit on the eastern side of the structure, next to the break in the north-south wall. By putting 
a large unit (4m X 1.5m) on a virtually 90 degree angle from this wall, we expected to be able 
to locate the structures entrance way, in addition to being able to sample a section of the patio 
area. 

After beginning our excavations we came across a lot of well cut, but dislodged stones. 
Amongst the cut stones was a fragment of a metate (special fmd #SF-S4-unit 1-2). Underneath 
the cut stones we eventually discovered what appeared to be an in situ wall running diagonally 
across the middle section of unit 1. This wall was sitting on a poorly preserved floor, in the 
first level below the humus level. Since the location of the wall indicated that the doorway 
into the structure was positioned elsewhere, a decision was made to place another unit that 
would transect the first one, and hopefully expose this feature (unit 3). A second unit (Unit 2) 
was placed to the south of unit 1 in order to expose a section of the patio area. 

Unit 2 

The excavation of unit 2 revealed a series of six floors. Floors 1 through 4 had dirt 
and stone fill between them, while the last two floors ( 5 and 6) were successively plastered. 
All but the last two floors were in rather poor shape, which suggested to us that perhaps they 
were open to the elements while in use, as portions of a patio might be. 

One aspect of unit 2 that was interesting was the discovery of an obviously intentionally 
placed line of uncut stones across a portion of the unit. The stones were not very big, and did 
not abut each other, but rather seemed to be sectioning off an area. Another series of uncut 
stones placed along the same line as the previous ones were recorded on floor 3. This "wall", 
also formed some sort of boundary for the next three levels as well. While floors 4 and 5 
abutted the "wall", the "wall" had originally been placed on floor 6, with the addition of a 
second wall abutting the first one. What were the Maya demarcating with these "walls"? Why 
did they choose such small stones to do it with? As Tourtellot (1983:45) notes, "patio floors 
are often defmed by low walls extending rectilinearly between circumambient structures. 
Patios are clearly an integral and viral part of households, and not just empty spaces". So it 

188 



FIGURE 2 

c~~~~·r-------------------------------------------~----------------~---

H' * 

LE£~~·ND 
r:::-1 c. , .:.:J ~..-t ~e-

m fioo.r 

\f:':~j Oir·hS.ke.. fi\\ 

&oRne...\<.. 

fLOO~S ·-­' 



would appear that what we have here is a boundary of the patio. 

Unit 3 

As previously indicated, unit 3 transects unit 1 at its northern region, and transcends the 
mound from the looters trench down 3 meters, and across 1.5 meters. The datums for this unit 
were placed outside the unit at a distance of 60 centimetres. The excavation of this unit 
revealed the structure's retaining wall, a stairway, and a series of at least six floors in the 
interior of the structure. 

After clearing away a great deal of the looter's backfill and the humus from unit 3, we 
discovered nearly entirely in situ, the stairway into the structure. This suggested that the 
structure faced southwards towards Structure 1. A step however appears to be missing from 
below the large central step. Lodged beneath this large step we found half of a grooved stone 
(special fmd #SF-S4-unit3-1) made of granite and about the size of a fist. Such stones are 
suspected to have been used as weights for fishing nets. Seven grooved stones from nearby 
Barton Ramie and Baking Pot were found by Willey et al. (1965:466), all of which came from 
house-mound refuse, and which were from contexts predominantly Late Classic in date. At 
the foot of the stairs, two floors were found. In the fill between these floors was a damaged 
bifacial chopper (special fmd #SF-S4-unit3-2) was discovered. Similar choppers are reported 
from house-mounds in the Belize Valley, commonly in the fill between floors, or on the 
surface of floors (Willey et al. 1965:426). Below the second floor at the base of the stairs was 
bedrock. 

The interior of Structure 4 was on the northern side of the retaining wall, and took up 
approximately one meter of the unit. In the wall profile of unit 3 (figure 2), only floors 3, 5 
and 6 actually abut the exterior architecture. This, however, is likely due to poor preservation. 
At the nearby site of Barton Ramie, "plastered walls or plaster superstructural features are 
relatively rare" (Willey et al. 1965:521) in household structures. 

One of the most startling aspects of structure 4 was the discovery of fragments of 
painted floor from floors 3 and 4. Linda Schele (1985:32) has noted that the interiors of some 
buildings were often plastered and painted and that red pigment may ·have been . particularly 
used because red was symbolic of the east and rebirth (Schele 1985:37-42) 

Artifacts 

The most common artifacts found in Structure 4 were potsherds and a variety of coloured 
chert flakes and cores. 

The following is a list of special fmds from Structure 4. 

Special Find # 

SF -S4-unit 1-1 
SF-S4-unitl-2 
SF-S4-unit2-1 

Artifact 

Obsidian fragment 
Metate fragment 
Conch shell fragment 
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Excavation Level 

humus 
humus 
level 1 



SF-S4-unit2-2 
SF-S4-unit2-3 
SF-S4-unit3-1 
SF-S4-unit3-2 
SF -S4-unit3-3 
SF -S4-unit3-4 
SF-S4-unit3-5 

Conch shell fragment 
Bone(likely intrusive) 
Grooved stone fragment 
Bifacial chopper 
Painted floor fragments 
Painted floor fragments 
ceramic whistle chamber 

level 1 
level 2 
humus 
level 1 
level 3 
level 4 
level 5 

There were no complete ceramic artifacts recovered in excavation, only fragments, the 
majority of which were no larger than a 2 em. sq. Identification of many of these fragments 
was therefore difficult. In total, 1,795 sherds were recovered, 1,456 of which were 
undiagnostic. While there are a few sherds dating to the Jenny Creek Phase (Middle Preclassic 
600-300 B.C.), there are no Late Preclassic, Proto-Classic or Early Classic ceramics in the 
sample. The majority of sherds from Structure 4 come from the Late Classic Period, 
predominantly from the Spanish Lookout ceramic complex. Thus, it would seem that Structure 
4 is essentially a Late Classic construction. This correlates with the data retrieved from the 
other excavated structures at Zopilote, as all but Structure 1 appear to have been erected during 
the Late Classic, as evidenced by the ceramic data (Cheetham et al. 1992). 

Table 1 details the results of our analysis of the ceramic content of Structure 4. James 
Gifford's "Prehistoric Pottery Analysis and the Ceramics of Barton Ramie in the Belize Valley" 
(1976) was used as a reference in establishing ceramic types for Structure 4's ceramic 
assemblage. The three most common ceramic types found in Structure 4 are Belize Red (an 
ash tempered ware that at Barton Ramie, and elsewhere in the lowlands, seems to have been 
made in mass production (Gifford 1976:226)), Cayo unslipped and Alexanders unslipped. 
Belize Red ceramics are known from the entire Spanish Lookout phase (Gifford 1976:226), and 
Cayo and Alexanders unslipped are diagnostic markers of the Late Classic Period. 

CONCLUSION 

Due to the limited nature of the excavations on Str. 4 we were unable to accurately 
determine the function of the structure. A number of architectural features, however, leads us 
to question whether Str. 4 had a domestic function. Some of these features include the well 
cut and dressed limestone walls, the painted floors and walls of the building, · the labour 
investment manifested by these materials, and the relationship of the mound to the large sac be 
termini complex. These features are generally associated with more public and/or ceremonial 
architecture, but until further excavations are conducted on the mound, the functional nature 
of the structure will remain somewhat enigmatic. 

Finally, it is also important to note that one of the problems with the identification of 
mounds such as Structure 4, is the fact that because they look like house-mounds, they get 
classified as such until they are excavated. As Gordon Willey et al. (1965:15) remarked, "what 
else could they be"? Such a stance has likely caused many such structures to be overlooked, 
and it does not aid in determining the true function of these structures. This problem leads to 
another, in that the identification of such structures as houses, in turn serves to skew population 
estimates of sites and their sustaining areas. Hopefully, future work in the Belize Valley will 
continue to address these problems. 
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A SLICE THROUGH TIME: 1993 INVESTIGATIONS AT 

THE CAS PEK GROUP, CABAL PECH, BELIZE. 

By 

Kay S. Sunahara & Jaime J. Awe 

INTRODUCTION 

The settlement cluster known as the Cas Pek Group is located j.ust west of the Cahal 
Pech site core. Excavations were first conducted at Cas Pek in 1991 (Awe et al. 1992) and 
they revealed an impressive chronological sequence spanning from the Middle Preclassic to the 
terminal-Late Classic. A second season of excavations, in 1992, verified this long history of 
occupation (Cheetam et al 1993). Given the B.V.A.R. Project's research interest in examining 
Formative period developments at Cahal Pech, and the integrity of the stratified deposits at this 
peripheral settlement, a third season of investigation was conducted at Cas Pek in 1993. 

Investigations this past year focused on Structure 1 (See Figure 1 ). The latter is a large 
platform located at the center of the Cas Pek settlement cluster (Awe et al. 1992). During land 
development and road construction (for urban expansion) in 1991, a bulldozer cut a large 
portion off the northern side of the platform, exposing a clear stratigraphic section 
(approximately 3 m) of the mound. The 1993 investigations consisted of one operation that 
worked its way from the top of the platform, down the face of the bulldozer cut, to the surface 
of the newly created road. A second unit was set into the surface of the bulldozed road, 1.5 
m north of the first unit. This approach enabled us to excavate both units simultaneously, and 
allowed us to sample the full sequence of occupation, from bedrock to platform summit, within 
a four week period. 

The primary goals of the excavations were to salvage as much information from this 
threatened platform, and to increase the sample of Formative period data before the site is lost 
to modem development. What follows is a brief summary of the excavations and a preliminary 
discussion of the information retrieved. 

UNIT 1, LEVEL 1. 

Unit 1 presented an unique excavation opportunity because the stratigraphy of the unit 
was already evident in the bulldozer cut. The operation exposed a total of eight construction 
(architectural) phases. Within the topmost level there was a cut stone wall (running north­
south along the western edge of the 2 m by 1.5 m unit) pertaining to a Late Classic building 
platform (See Figure 2). It is suspected that the wall of the late Classic platform may have 
been three, or more, courses high, but only two courses were recorded in situ (See Figure 3). 

Dating of the above feature was determined by ceramic comparisons with the 
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Figure 2 
cut stone Wall, Level 1, unit 1, Structure 1. 
cas Pek Group, Cahal Pech, cayo, Belize. 
B.V.A.R. Project 1993. 
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typological sequence established by Gifford {1976) at Barton Ramie. Typical Mount Maloney 
Black, Garbutt Creek Red, and Belize Red sherds characterized this upper level. Some 
Preclassic pottery were also retrieved in this upper strata, but these consisted primarily of small 
fragments of Savanna Orange. 

Other associated artifacts of note were two obsidian blade fragments and a broken slate 
pendant. The first obsidian artifact was a medial section of a blade, 1.4 em long. The second 
fragment was a proximal section 1.8 em in length. Although only one half of the slate pendant 
was found it was possible to discern that it originally had a hi-conically drilled hole {Figure 
4). 

UNIT 1, LEVEL 2. 

Level 2 averaged 37 em in thickness and was composed of densely packed, ballast-size, 
limestone within a marl matrix. This material represented construction fill that had been 
deposited directly above Floor II. 

UNIT 1, BURIAL 1 LEVEL 3. 

During the clearing of Floor III it was discovered that the floor did not continue in the 
northeast quadrant. A roughly rectangular area filled with core rubble appears to have been 
excavated by the Maya through floors III and IV in order to construct a cist burial {Burial 1 ). 
Since the burial had been partially destroyed by the bulldozer, erosion, and subsequent looting 
activity, only the upper half of the interred individual was recovered. The cranium was also 
badly crushed but the size of an intact mastoid process allowed a tentative identification of the 
individual as male. The head was oriented to the south, as is typical for the Belize Valley, and 
the skeleton was generally poorly preserved. 

One spondylus shell ornament was included as a grave offering. The ornament was in 
the form of a face that can be described as being Olmec-like in appearance {Figure 5). The 
ornament was drilled both vertically and horizontally, indicating that it could have been 
attached to a garment. 

UNIT 1, BURIAL 2, LEVEL 3. 

A second cyst burial, containing a single individual with similar orientation to Burial 
1, was uncovered in the eastern portion of the unit. The skeletal remains in Burial 2 were even 
more poorly preserved than Burial 1. The head orientation was, in fact, only determined by 
the relative location of cranial bone fragments to the remnants of the post-cranial skeleton. 
Like Burial 1, the lower portion of Burial 2 had also been destroyed by bulldozing activity. 
Cultural material within the cist included one jade bead and a pot stand. The bead was 
cylindrical in shape, 3 em long and 0.7 em in diameter {Figure 5). It was discovered in the 
upper left chest region of the body. The pot stand was located to the left of the individual's 
head. Typologically, the pot stand appears to be related to Mollejon Plain: Mollejon Variety 
material which dates to the Proto-Classic period, or Floral Park Ceramic Sphere at Barton 
Ramie {Gifford 1976: 152-153). 
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cas Pek Group, Cabal Pech, cayo, Belize. 
B.V.A.R. Project 1993. 
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Mixed in the soil matrix of the burial were numerous charcoal flecks. The charcoal 
particle size ranged from fragments as large as 1 em across to dust-like particles. Several 
samples were collected and are currently undergoing analysis. 

UNIT 1. LEVEL 4. 

Due to the intrusion of Burials 1 and 2, there was very little of Level 4 to excavate. 
What was left was composed of highly compacted ballast and marl. The only artifacts 
recovered in this undisturbed matrix were a handful of small pot sherds dating to the Early 
Classic and Proto-Classic period. 

UNIT 1. LEVEL 5. 

Below the burials, Level 5 consisted of a moist grey marl. Artifacts recovered within 
this level included a few pot sherds and a number of lithics. Faunal material consisted of small 
jute shells (Pachychilus), fresh water bivalves (Nephronais ortmanni), and the collumela tips 
of marine conch shell Strombus. (For a conch shell inventory see Figure 6). · 

Along with several chert flakes and debittage, we recovered one obsidian blade fragment 
(2.3 em by 1.2 em), and a total of 11 chert drills. The latter range from 3.0 em to 1.6 em in 
length (See Figure 7 for a chert drill inventory). Following their appearance in Level 5, these 
chert drill bits henceforth (to the earliest occupation level) remain a consistent part of the Cas 
Pek lithic assemblage. 

Floor 5 was located at an average depth of 150 em below surface. The floor was 
remarkable for both its level surface (its greatest variance was a difference of 6 em from the 
northwest to southeast comers of the unit), and. thickness, (15 em to 17 em). The 
uncommonly thick floor appears to have been the result of two replastering episodes directly 
over the surface of the original platform floor. Comparative dating of ceramics indicates that 
the sequential surfaces of Floor V were all constructed during the Late P~eclassic period. This 
reconfirms the results of both previous excavations (Awe et al 1991, Cheetam et al 1992) on 
Str. 1. A horizontal measurement of Floor 5 along the profile exposed by the bulldozer 
indicates that this surface would have covered almost the entire breadth of the platform, 
approximately 28 m. The quality of preservation of the floor is also consistent throughout this 
28 m span and suggests a substantial undertaking in terms of organizational, labour and 
material resources. 

UNIT 1. LEVEL 6. 

Beneath Floor V (Level 6) several classes of artifactual material were recovered. The 
ceramics of this stratigraphically sealed level firmly date to the Late Preclassic period. 
Prominent among the cultural material were a large quantity of lithic and faunal remains. 
Fresh water bivalves and jute were all present; however, conch shell fragments were most 
conspicuous. Four drilled conch shell beads were also recovered. Three of the beads were disk­
like in shape and slightly convex. The fourth bead was rounder and more cylindrical. In Level 
6, these drilled beads were all found in stratigraphic association with 14 chert drill bits. 
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Figure 8 
Floor VI, Level 8, Unit 1, structure 1, cas Pek Group, Cahal 
Pech, cayo, Belize. B.V.A.R. Project 1993. 
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A more enigmatic fmd was that of two femurs. There were no signs of a formal burial, 
nor were there even the faintest traces of additional skeletal material. The femurs were both 
partially (20 em in length) preserved and appear to be matching left and right leg elements of 
an individual. · 

UNIT 1, LEVEL 7. 

This level was characterized by a very dark brown-black soil rich in faunal remains. 
As in the previous level, drilled. conch shell beads ( 4) were again found along with several 
chert drill bits (18), demonstrating an interesting association between these two types of 
artifacts. 

UNIT 1, LEVEL 8. 

Level 8 yielded fewer artifacts than the previous strata and pot sherds were sparse and 
smaller in size. Several more chert drills were also recovered along with worked and 
unworked conch shell. Across the middle of the unit, and with an east-west orientation, was 
an arrangement of roughly shaped limestone blocks that apparently served as a boundary 
between grey brown soil to the north and white packed marl to the south (See Figure 8). The 
position of the limestone blocks is reminiscent of the retaining walls of apsidal and circular 
platforms identified by Awe (1992) for the Middle Formative period at Cahal Pech. Floor VI 
was a couple of centimetres above the surface of the road cut. (For a south wall profile of 
Unit 1 see Figure 9). 

UNIT 2, LEVEL 9. 

This second unit was started at the road level where excavations of Unit 1 ended. All 
ceramics recovered in Level 9 were of Formative period wares. Jocote orange-brown, Pital 
cream, Chunhinta black, and Reforma incised were well represented in the assemblage. Lithic 
artifacts included two obsidian blades (the longest measuring 3.2 em, the shortest 0.8 em.) and 
11 chert drills. Conch shell artifacts also occur, including one disk shaped drilled bead with 
a circumference of 1.5 em. 

Associated with Level 9 was a hard packed marl floor. On the eastern side of the unit, 
and encircled by Floor VII, was a possible hearth measuring 49 em across at its fullest 
excavated diameter (See Figure 10 & 11). Unfortunately, the extent of the 1 x 1 m unit did 
not permit the complete excavation of the feature. The hearth consisted of grey-green coloured 
ash, speckled with flecks of black charcoal. Samples of the latter were collected for analyses 
but were not yet completed at the writing of this report. 

UNIT 2, LEVEL 10 

In Level 10, several limestone blocks were found positioned in a north-south alignment 
and in association with a packed marl floor (Floor VIII, [See Figure 12 & 13]). To the 
extreme western edge of the unit, immediately adjacent to the limestone blocks, a midden 
containing a dense concentration of pot sherds and charcoal flecks was identified. A post hole, 
16 em in diameter, was also uncovered' to the outside of the possible apsidal or circular wall. 
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Figure 10 

East Wall Profile, Unit 2, structure 1, Road cut. 
cas Pek Group, cabal Pech, cayo, Belize. 
B.V.A.R. Project 1993. 
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Top Plan, Level 9, Floor VII, 

Unit 2, Structure 1. 
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Figure 12 

Top Plan, Level 10, Floor VIII 

Unit 2, structure 1. 



Figure 13 

South Wall Profile, Unit 2, Structure 1, Road cut. 
Cas Pek Group, Cabal Pech, Cayo, Belize. 
B.V.A.R. Project 1993. 
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Potsherds from this level were consistently Middle Formative in date. 

UNIT 2, LEVEL 11 

Below Floor 8, Level 11 consisted of small limestone fill in a grey clay-like matrix. 
Ceramic, lithic, and faunal remains were sparse and bedrock was encountered at 110 em from 
the road surface. 

CONCLUSION 

Results of the excavations conducted during the 1993 field season at Cas Pek confirm 
that this settlement cluster was first occupied during the Middle Formative period, and that the 
early occupants of the group were involved with the production of shell ornaments. The latter 
is indicated by the discovery of numerous chert micro drills in association with drilled shell 
beads and shell detritus. Indeed, it appears that fragments of conch shell that were too thin, 
or of unusable shape (the collumela), were discarded, and that this detritus eventually became 
deposited in middens and construction fill. In their discussion of similar fmds in the Valley 
of Oaxaca, Feiman and Nicholas (1993:108) argue that this assemblage of faunal material and 
artifacts is indicative of specialized craft production of shell ornaments. Since few complete 
shell objects have been recovered at Cas Pek, it is possible that once the ornaments had been 
produced they were exported to the elite in the site core, and perhaps traded to other peripheral 
settlements. 

Prior to the 1993 season, Awe (1992:58) had noted that the possible function of the Cas 
Pek Group had not yet been elucidated. For lack of previous evidence, it was also assumed 
that the function of the group may have been connected to agricultural production. The 1993 
excavations have allowed us to reassess this preliminary interpretation, and have provided 
evidence for craft specialization back into the Middle Formative period. These early 
developments at Cas Pek may also help to explain the precocious construction of the large, 28 
m. long, Late Preclassic platform at this peripheral settlement cluster. 

Finally, the three seasons of excavation at Cas Pek clearly illustrate the presence and 
accessibility of Middle and Late Formative deposits at Cas Pek, and serve to emphasize the 
need for further large scale (horizontal) investigations before this data is completely lost as a 
result of urban expansion. 
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OF MARL AND MOUNDS: A CHULTUN SALVAGE 
OPERATION NEAR THE ZINIC GROUP, CABAL PECH 

by 
Gyles Iannone, Barry Ford, & Tim Stevens 

INTRODUCTION 

As outlined by Awe and Brisbin (1993) in last years report, our investigations in and 
around Cahal Pech have never been entirely of a planned nature. Like most projects in the 
Maya area we have had to contend with a great deal of looting. However, unlike most other 
archaeological enterprises, we have also had to deal with the continual growth of a large 
residential population. San Ignacio town now thrives not only on the northern doorstep of 
Cahal Pech, but through the parceling out of larger land packages settlement it has now 
completely surrounded the site core. This settlement has been facilitated by the construction 
of large roads where only footpaths once existed. Through our efforts, as well as those of a 
variety of funding agencies, the Department of Archaeology in Belmopan, and the townsfolk 
of San Ignacio, the Cahal Pech Archaeological Reserve boundaries have now been drawn up 
and legalized (see Awe and Campbell 1988; Awe, Bill and Campbell 1990; see Figure 1). 
These boundaries mean that further development will not occur in or adjacent to the Cahal 
Pech site core. Unfortunately, as San Ignacio continues to grow, houses must be built 
somewhere. As a result the area immediately outside of the reserve boundaries is now being 
developed at a staggering rate. 

The aforementioned development has seriously impacted many of the peripheral 
settlement groups in the vicinity of Cahal Pech. During 1993, along with continued growth 
in the northern periphery, much activity was witnessed to the south of Cahal Pech proper. 
Significantly, the previously narrow road running east-west between Cahal Pech and the Zinic 
and Zopilote groups was notably widened by bulldozers, allowing gravel trucks into _the area 
for the purposes of marl mining. Upon recognition of this activity the Department of 
Archaeology in Belmopan was immediately informed, and project members, government 
archaeologists, and the Cahal Pech caretaker continued to monitor these activities. The 
bulldozers soon opened up a wide area immediately to the east of the Zinic group (see Conlon 
1992; Conlon and Awe 1991), and in time all the Zinic group mounds were also bulldozed 
except for the two large pyramidal structures (see Figure 2). At this time Terry Powis and the 
senior author made a cursory reconnaissance of 
the bulldozed area in order to salvage any significant artifacts which had been exposed during 
the destruction. Of note was one obsidian eccentric which was recovered from in front of 
Tzinic Structure 2. This item undoubtedly belongs to the assemblage recovered from the north 
face of this structure during the 1991 operations (see Iannone 1992). 

Sometime later, upon request of the Department of Archaeology, further salvage 
operations (op. 1993:1) were initiated ca. 35 meters to the southeast of the main Tzinic group. 
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Figure 2. Rectified plan of the Tzinic group. 



These operations focused on a chultun which was being impacted by the Ministry of Works 
marl mining. Two mounds (Structures 8 and 9) and two chultunob (Chultunob #1 and #2) had 
previously been located in this area. Upon arrival of the B.V.A.R. crew, and John Morris of 
the Department of Archaeology, both Structures 8 and 9 had been bulldozed, and Chultun # 1 
had been looted. It was only through quick action by the Cabal Pech caretaker and the 
Department of Archaeology that Chultun #2 was saved from a similar fate. A ceramic 
collection was made from the area near where Structures 8 and 9 had been located. Chultun 
# 1 was also briefly explored, a scattering of poorly preserved human bone fragments were all 
that remained of its original contents. All efforts therefore concentrated on achieving as much 
information from Chultun #2 as we could. However, it was decided that we would only set 
aside the day for these operations, knowing full well that whatever we left for the next day 
would likely be removed by the original culprits during the night. 

EXCAVATIONS IN CHULTUN #2 

It should be stated at the outset that upon completion of our investigations the caretaker 
from Cabal Pech informed us that some minor looting of Chultun #2 had in fact occurred. 
This information was relayed to him by a nearby landowner. In fact, the caretaker had 
apprehended one individual in the process of removing vessels from the chultun. These vessels 
(vessels #1 [1993:1/4] and #2 [1993:1/5]) were recovered and returned to the chultun by the 
caretaker, and thus their original spatial location within the chultun remains a mystery. 
Whether other artifacts had been removed could not be ascertained. As time was of the 
essence immediate excavation and mapping of the chultun was implemented. 

Level 1. Terminal Floor (see Figure 3) 

Chultun #2, a lateral -chambered chultun (Puleston 1971:323), consisted of a main 
chamber with three large niches. The orifice was approximately 60 em in diameter. Beneath 
this orifice a sill or small ramp had been constructed in order to facilitate entry and departure 
from the chultun (a similar feature is described by Powis 1993:104). Level 1, the terminal 
floor, was ca. 139 em below surface in the main chamber (Chamber I). The western chamber 
(Chamber II) had a plastered floor surface ca. 143 em below surface. Chamber III, to the 
north, had no apparent plaster floor and was a true niche. The fmal ·chamber, Chamber IV, 
was much lower, being ca. 198 em below surface. This chamber contained no apparent 
cultural remains and was left unexcavated. 

Chamber I contained the remnants of at least one individual. Two vessels (see Figures 
4 and 5) were found upon the surface of Chamber I, but had been placed there by the Cabal 
Pech caretaker after retrieval from the looters. Whether in fact these had originally been 
located in the northern niche (Chamber III) will never be known. Neither of these vessels can 
be classified using the Barton Ramie (Gifford 1976), Tikal (Culbert 1993), or Uaxactun (Smith 
1955) typologies with any degree of certainly. Excavations within the sill beneath the entrance 
produced a dedicatory cache consisting of a Mangrove Black-Brown: Mangrove Variety bowl 
(Figure 6; see Gifford 1976:204). This vessel dates the construction of the terminal floor to 
the Tiger Run phase (ca. 600-700 A.D.). Scatters of human bone were found throughout the 
western and northern sectors of the chamber. The depth of the floor in Chamber I was ca. 11 
em thick. 
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Figure 3. Top plan ofChultun #2 terminal morphology and associated cultural remains. 
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Figure 4. Vessel #1, SF# 1993:1/S (drawing by Tim Stevens). 



.. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
. . .. ·· .. . ... ... : . · .. ·- ..... . . · .... ,._,.:. 

Q:..AL.E; l : , 

Figure 5. Vessel #2, SF# 1993:1/5 (drawing by Tim Stevens). 



Chamber II contained more human remains, although due to poor preservation we were 
unable to determine whether in fact these were representative of another individual, or whether 
they were further remnants of the individual found in Chamber I. No cultural artifacts were 
found in Chamber II with the exception of a large, flaked, calcified limestone cobble. The 
floor in Chamber II was ca. 13 em thick. Chamber III had no plaster surface, and as has been 
mentioned previously it can be considered a true niche. 

Level 2. Penultimate Floor (Figure 7) 

Upon removal of level 1, a second plaster surface was exposed indicating the initial 
flooring of Chamber I. This very poor plaster surface was approximately 10 em thick and was 
only encountered in Chamber I. As with level 1, a small sill had been constructed beneath the 
chultun orifice in order to facilitate entrance and departure. No human remains were recovered 
during excavation of this level. A dedicatory cache was, however, exposed near the base of 
the sill. This cache contained a single upright vessel (Figure 8) found in association with two 
carved conch shell artifacts which had been deposited level with the vessel rim, although 
slightly to the east of it. The vessel, which was placed just above bedrock, appears to be a 
"special", as a review of the ceramic reports failed to produce anything quite like it. Not only 
does its form make it difficult to classify, but it also appears to have been reslipped a different 
color at some point in time. One of the conch shell artifacts was perforated, suggesting that 
it was a pendant of some sort. The other was similar in shape, although it lacked a perforation. 
This may have been a blank, although we cannot be too sure about this conclusion. Further 
excavations of the level 2 floor produced no other cultural remains. 

CHULTUN FUNCTION 

As was made quite clear by Aylesworth (1993) in last years report, it is often quite difficult 
to ascertain chultun function. This is due to the fact that these chambers appear to take on 
different functions over time (see also Powis 1992:46). Therefore, like other chultunob, the 
original function of Chultun #2 cannot be determined. However, as with many other chambers 
of this type, it is apparent that the final function of Chultun #2 was as a burial chamber. Why 
such a function would be taken on by these chambers remains a mystery, although such 
features are reminiscent of tombs in size and shape, and it may be that they were employed 
as graves in order to economize in labor, as well as provide a proper resting place. Much more 
work would have been required to construct such as feature within the smaller housemounds, 
and the effect in the end is rarely so pleasing and easily achieved. Why the chultunob lost 
there previous functions, however, may have to be assessed anew in each individual case. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Through the continued cooperation between the BV AR project, the Department of 
Archaeology, and the caretaker at Cahal Pech, we were able to salvage some information from 
the Tzinic east mound cluster. Unfortunately, we can never be sure how much data was lost. 
In the future such cooperation will have to continue, as San Ignacio town continues to grow 
and inevitably impact the archaeological resources outside of the Reserve boundaries. Quick 
action will be needed to cover our losses, but hopefully this salvage operation can be viewed 
as an example whereby our cooperation allowed some partial success. 
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Figure 6. Vessel #3, SF# 1993:116 (drawing by Tim Stevens). 
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Baking Pot, Belize 

 

 

By 

 

James M. Conlon 

University of London 

 

Terry G. Powis 

Trent University 

 

Bobbi M. Hohmann 

University of New Mexico 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This paper presents results of the 1993 season of investigations in the Western periphery of the 

ancient Maya site of Baking Pot (Figure 1). Survey and excavation data are employed in an analysis of 

social organization. Comparative data from the site core of Baking Pot, and various other pertinent 

sources, facilitates an examination of Classic Period societal development. We shall focus our 

examination on economic and political intra-relationships and their significance to the intra-relationships 

of the prehistoric community of Baking Pot. The subject of our interest is taken from the restricted 

perspective of the Bedran Settlement Cluster (Figure 2). Ultimately, we hope to demonstrate the 

increased utility of intensively exploring readily distinguishable settlement units, such as plazuela 

groups and clusters, by emphasizing their archaeological potential for more fully reconstructing 

segments of ancient Maya community structure. 

 

BVAR AT BAKING POT 

 

 First, let us outline some of the basic reasons for the impetus to conduct archaeological 

investigations at Baking Pot. As operations at Cahal Pech move into their seventh year, and begin to 

wind down, many of the senior staff of the Belize Valley Archaeological Reconnaissance Project 

(BVAR) have begun to contemplate future research projects. A research focus at Baking Pot, similar to 

that employed at Cahal Pech, could provide substantial intercommunity comparative data. 

Intracommunity developments at Baking Pot, as shall be revealed through proposed future 

investigations, will eventually provide a larger database to better facilitate intercommunity comparative 

analyses. Subsequently, these site level investigations, coupled with other concurrent programs in the 

Belize Valley, shall form the basis for a more acute regional synthesis on a broad temporal and areal 

scale.  

 

 The most intriguing aspect of intercommunity relationships observable between the acropoline 

Cahal Pech (Figure 3) and valley bottom Baking Pot (Figure 4) is the possibility to analyze apparent 

similarities between two proximally close sites in geographically differing settings.  
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 Similarities in central precinct plaza configurations between the two sites are apparent. If one 

could imagine a sacbe separating Plazas A, D, and E from Plazas B, C, F, and G at Cahal Pech it would 

roughly correlate respectively to the closed and open types of plazas at Groups II and I at Baking Pot. 

The implications to prehistoric Maya social organization of the control of access to various parts of 

Cahal Pech has been discussed elsewhere (Awe et al 1991). Excavation at Baking Pot would help define 

other possible access points, such as through range-type structures, which would help to develop these 

implications further. 

 

 The closed plaza configurations at both sites are also in close proximity to major aguadas and 

may denote a significant relationship of such groups with their role in water management. This has also 

been a focus of attention at Cahal Pech (Conlon 1992:85-87) and should continue to be a fruitful avenue 

of investigation in the future at Baking Pot. 

 

 Ballcourts at the two sites also have correlated site-specific spatial relationships. The eastern 

ballcourt at Cahal Pech is located in the open Plaza C, almost external to the site core, since the eastern 

end of this plaza is bordered by only very low mounds. Group I's ballcourt at Baking Pot is also located 

on the periphery of the open group of the site. Both of these ballcourt locales suggest they functioned for 

viewing the ballgame spectacle by large numbers of people. 

 

 More striking is the apparent funnel effect the other ballcourts at these two sites demonstrate. 

The two mounds that make up the western ballcourt at Cahal Pech flank a sacbe which leads from the 

main northeast entrance of Plaza B to the southwest periphery where the upper Middle Level Settlement 

Units (MLSU) (see Iannone 1993:12), Zinic and Zopilote, are located. The ballcourt of Group I at 

Baking Pot also has a passageway type function, in this case, acting as the main access point to and from 

the plaza. 

 

 Here, then, are two distinguishable functions for ballcourts. One acting as an access point or 

passageway, possibly denoting a more symbolic role than the open, practical, playing and viewing, 

ballcourts. If passageway ballcourts acted solely in the symbolic realm then just what the exact metaphor 

of these symbolic passageways may have been to the Maya is open to debate. 

 

 These are only some of the readily observable comparisons one can begin to make. Other 

important research includes further establishing the diachronic development of the site and its associated 

settlement for comparison with the Cahal Pech database. Willey (1953:xviii) recognized that the 

diachronic development of any group was important for understanding community interrelationships. 

The acquisition of this data has been a major research goal of the BVAR project (e.g. Awe 1992:68; 

Awe and Campbell 1992:3-4; Awe and Brisbin 1993:7; Cheetham et al 1993:153; Conlon 1992:88, 

1993a:182; Iannone 1993:12; and Powis 1993a:97). 

 

 Our field seasons have averaged about three months each in duration. Taking into consideration 

that we have really only completed two field seasons, relative to other projects that generally run from 

five to six months, we estimate a full scale investigation at Baking Pot to run from to two to three full 

seasons. Such a research focus as that employed at Cahal Pech would require substantial funding. Until 

all potential interested research parties were free from other obligations, and sufficient funding was 

obtained, it was decided to continue a less expensive and more narrowly focused research objective 

(Conlon 1993b:173). The preliminary research objectives would focus attention upon settlement 

peripheral to the site core of Baking Pot. 
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 Research at Cahal Pech indicated that the settlement system was as complex as those systems of 

Xunantunich, Baking Pot, Buena Vista, and Blackman Eddy (Awe and Campbell 1992:3). Also 

demonstrated was the ambiguity of the "continuous strip" description of settlement nearer the river 

(Bullard 1960:370). The high mound density close to the Baking Pot site core, coupled with similar 

densities at other sites investigated by Willey et al (1965), was likely a contributing factor to the 

formulation of the "continuous strip" settlement hypothesis. 

 

 On the other hand, Willey (1956:110) proposed that such settlement was actually "near-

contiguous villages, or even towns, focusing upon a major ceremonial center". We suggest this is a more 

accurate description of settlement in the upper Belize Valley, for it clarifies the overly simplistic 

characterization of settlement as "continuous", which might lead others to presume that there was a 

similar site-focused high mound density replete throughout the valley. 

 

 The "near-contiguous" description of settlement more accurately reflects subsequent 

investigations of settlement which includes a variety of hypothetical organizational groupings including 

"village, hamlet, or residential unit" (Willey and Bullard 1956:43), "clusters, zones, and districts" (see 

Bullard 1960:367-370), and even "housemounds, minor centers, and major centers" (Willey et al 

1965:581). Some have applied a core type of investigative approach to specific groups such as Nohoch 

Ek (Coe and Coe 1956) and Actuncan (Gann 1925). These investigations generally referred to these 

groups in a hierarchically subordinate role although Nohoch Ek was recognized as a potentially larger 

site. 

 

 Although also referred to in a subordinate role, the cognizance of a larger interrelationship 

between settlement groups and associated mound clusters was partially employed in the investigation of 

the Melhado group (Willey and Bullard 1956), located almost 2 kilometers north of the site core of 

Cahal Pech. A similar research focus could have been employed at Barton Ramie except for "a serious 

lack in our survey and excavation program that we were able to do no more than make a single small test 

dig into BR 180-182 complex" (Willey et al 1965:572-573). The inclusion of excavations at the BR 180-

182 group would have substantially augmented the settlement survey conducted in the 1950's and 

perhaps provided greater potential analyses for the proposed hierarchical relationship (Willey et al 

1965:579).   

 

 The ability to discern definable groups of mounds was an important archaeological investigative 

tool at Cahal Pech, particularly where customary survey practices were circumvented by the need to 

quickly coordinate salvage operations at various groups including Zinic (Conlon 1992:69; Iannone and 

Conlon 1993); Tolok (Powis 1993a:101); Cas Pek (Awe and Campbell 1992:3; Awe et al 1992:53; Awe 

and Brisbin 1993:3; Cheetham 1993:139); Pepeng (Awe and Brisbin 1993:6); and at three separate 

locations in the northern periphery of Cahal Pech (Awe 1992a). This reflects the necessity for BVAR 

researchers to focus their investigations upon not only groups of mounds that were high risk candidates 

for destruction by land developers, but also, fortuitously, viable archaeological units (see Haviland 

1968:106; Hayden and Cannon 1982:140-141; Becker 1982:112; Chase and Chase 1987:54).  

 

 By beginning our operations at a recognizable, and archaeological viable, settlement unit in the 

periphery of Baking Pot we hope to garner a better understanding of this sites' community intra-

relationships before we start to make sweeping generalizations regarding regional interrelationships 

(Graham 1987:754). By doing so, we hope to avoid the pitfall of locking ourselves into a site core 
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dominated hypothesis regarding regional interrelatedness, and thus, a top down perspective of 

community organization, which we would have to prescribe to perpetually as work progressed beyond 

the central precinct. The pursuit of community focused study should allow for regional reconstructions 

beyond the political spectrum. 

 

 The folly of site-core generated reconstructed regional organization is demonstrated vividly by 

the inappropriately applied "rural elite residence" function for Cahal Pech (Ball and Taschek 1991). This 

function for Cahal Pech was predetermined by an organizational model applied to the framework of a 

"full coverage survey" of the upper Belize Valley (Ball and Taschek 1991:149). Its function 

predetermined, investigations were restricted to the central precinct at Cahal Pech (Mark Campbell, 

personal communication 1993), since, it was assumed, there could be no surrounding settlement of any 

significance (see Ball 1993:248). Totally omitted was the extensive and diverse settlement within the 

immediate environs of this sites' core (Awe and Brisbin 1993:7). 

 

 To be fair, this may have only been an error in theoretical perspective. As noted by Awe and 

Brisbin (1993:7), Ball and Taschek (1991) have a contradictory hypothesis regarding the correlation of 

site configuration to site function. Their contention that Buena Vista functioned administratively while 

Cahal Pech was specifically residential could be contended by others (Marcus 1983:211-223). The 

unconventional wisdom in Ball and Taschek's organizational model of the Belize Valley is further 

highlighted by their dubious contention that Xunantunich was hierarchically subordinate to Buenavista 

(Ball and Taschek 1991; see also Leventhal et al 1992). 

 

 Ultimately, the inclusion of the peripheral settlement at Cahal Pech demonstrates it to be a fully 

functioning site center (Awe and Brisbin 1993:7), perhaps as early as the late Middle Formative period 

(Awe 1992a). The spatial configuration is reminiscent of that displayed at Caracol with its intricate and 

complex mixture of terminal phase settlement, albeit, more extensive than Cahal Pech. One can only 

suspect this empirical omission from Ball and Taschek's total coverage survey was an oversight 

representative of methodological confusion. This confusion likely arose out of a misconstrued ideology 

concerning the importance of the entirety of community settlement in the Belize Valley. The result of 

which is a bizarre hypothetical construct diametrically opposed to the established, and more popularly 

held, settlement hierarchy (Willey et al 1965:579; and Ford 1981:158). 

 

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS AT BAKING POT 

 

 With our methodological viewpoint explained we must indicate this perspective would be limited 

to intragroup analysis, and intergroup comparison of similar group types, such as the Melhado Group at 

Cahal Pech (Willey and Bullard 1956) and Group 1 at Blackman Eddy (Garber et al 1992:9; Driver et al 

1992), if it were not for previous researchers efforts at Baking Pot. The data available from Baking Pot 

(Ricketson 1931; Willey et al 1965; Bullard and Bullard 1965) permits us to make some preliminary 

observations regarding intracommunity organization at the site level. If we can make an attempt to 

understand the richness of peripheral social dynamics, before commencing full scale core investigations, 

perhaps our societal reconstructions at the community level can guide us in developing more dynamic 

regional perspectives of site interrelatedness. 

 

 None of this could be done without at least some inkling of Baking Pot core development, even 

though previous investigations at the site core of Baking Pot seemed to have been mainly exploratory 

(Bullard and Bullard 1965:7; and Conlon 1993a:173). These operations, however, provide a 
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chronological reference as well as comparative stylistic information. These are summarized very briefly 

in this section for those not familiar with the past research at Baking Pot. 

 

 Ricketson (1931) tested several mounds in 1924 in the northern core of Group I, nearest to the 

Belize River, where operations concentrated upon Mound G. In 1949, the late A.H. Anderson, while 

archaeological Commissioner of Belize, made notes about Group II. As part of a large scale settlement 

survey, that focused primarily on Barton Ramie, Willey et al (1965) performed test excavations on 

several small mounds (BP-3, BP-17 and BP-31) immediately west of Group I. They also placed a small 

unit in Plaza I of Group I. Bullard and Bullard (1965) concentrated upon exposing terminal architecture 

in Group II, as well as some perfunctory pitting and trenching of several areas here. 

 

 The ceramic evidence for occupation at Baking Pot indicates a period spanning almost 2,000 

years, from Jenny Creek (c. 600B.C.) to New Town (c. A.D.1250) (Willey et al 1965:309). Bullard and 

Bullard (1965:38) did not record any New Town ceramic evidence from Group II and indicated that 

Spanish Lookout phase ceramics predominated (Bullard and Bullard 1965:10). The Spanish Lookout 

phase was also an intense period of activity at Cahal Pech (Awe and Campbell 1988:42). This phase was 

found to, in some instances, directly overlie Late Formative (c. 200B.C. - A.D.200) constructions (Awe 

and Campbell 1988:40). Given the similar emphasis of Spanish Lookout ceramics between the two sites 

it would be interesting to see if Baking Pot also demonstrated this sequence of development, or, whether 

Hermitage phase ceramics are more abundant here. 

 

 Further evidence from Baking Pot of the diminished role of Early Classic wares would lend 

strong support to the notion that the Early Classic period of development in the Belize Valley was 

characterized by the persistent use of Formative period pottery (Lincoln 1985; Conlon 1992:80-81; and 

Cheetham 1992:4). The Hermitage phase ceramic wares may be a reflection of a highly localized use at 

Barton Ramie and we shall now consider the possibility that this site is, ceramically, diachronically 

unique in the Belize Valley. 

 

 The ceramic ambiguity pertaining to the Early Classic in the Belize Valley (e.g. Lincoln 1985; 

Brady 1987; and Chase 1990) remains for future research to clarify (e.g. LeCount 1993:132). To date, 

our excavations have only revealed Classic period occupation at the Bedran Settlement Cluster (Conlon 

1993a and 1993c) and provides us little information with which to make conclusions regarding the Early 

Classic ceramic enigma. However, some preliminary observations are warranted here. Our Early Classic 

construction phases at Bedran do not include any Floral Park sherds. This may be an indication that the 

inaugural settlers arrived late in the Early Classic. This may be so, given these earliest phases of 

construction were built directly over by Late Classic, Tiger Run phase, constructions. 

 

 The lack of Floral park material at Bedran is confusing considering the presence of Aguacate 

Orange: Privacion Variety in our Early and Late Classic levels. This may be accounted for by the 

possibility that the Privacion Variety of Aguacate Orange may have been an early facet of the Early 

Classic Hermitage ceramic phase (Gifford 1976:145). This, however, does not explain its occurrence 

very late in the Early Classic. Brady (1987::474) suggests that Aguacate Orange is a separate type 

closely related to Society Hall Red, indicating also a continuity with the Late Preclassic red wares, and 

thus, likely to have an early occurrence within the Early Classic. On the other hand, Adams (1971:26) 

suggests that Aguila Orange is a more appropriate type designation 
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for both Protoclassic and Early Classic orange monochromes (cf. Brady 1987:474). If Aguila Orange 

persists into the Early Classic then it is possible that the Privaccion Variety of Aguacate Orange at 

Bedran could manifest relatively late in the Early Classic period. This would have to be so since there is 

no indication of any earlier population in the area that may have provided midden material for 

construction efforts. 

 

 Ceramic debates aside, there is also valuable architectural information at Baking Pot. The 

Bullards' (1965:37) work on Structure II-A indicates there were two smaller structures, described as 

oratory rooms, at the base of the terminal architecture. A similar room has been uncovered at Cahal Pech 

on Structure A-1 (Awe 1992b:74). The Cahal Pech structure was vaulted, ran with the width of the north 

facade, and had a bench with portions of hieroglyphs, including a seating glyph (Awe 1992b:77). Baking 

Pot structures were equally impressive with one containing a niche and a masonry altar (Room 1) and 

another with a niche area with a plain stone shaft (Room 2) (Bullard and Bullard 1965:37). An eccentric 

cache as well as a lip-to-lip cache, possibly coeval, were recovered in association with Room 2. There 

was also found a carved bone pin (Bullard and Bullard 1965:38) similar to that found at Mound 1 at 

Bedran in 1992. 

 

With some of the more pertinent observations made we can nom turn our attention to the Bedran 

Settlement Cluster. 

 

BEDRAN SETTLEMENT CLUSTER 

 

 Choosing an investigative strategy came down to past experience. At Cahal Pech, where the 

proximity of the ever-expanding modern town of San Ignacio dictated our research sampling strategy 

(Awe and Brisbin 1993:3), we found easily recognized groupings of mounds were the most salient unit 

for investigation. We found this strategy to have increased analytical utility by concentrating efforts 

upon smaller scale studies (Haviland 1981; Hayden and Cannon 1982:140-141; Graham 1987:753; de 

Montmollin 1988:165; Fedick and Ford 1990:20; Conlon 1993a:180; and Iannone 1993a:12).  

 

 Upon first inspection, the relatively high density of mounds near the Baking Pot site core, as 

indicated by the Bullards' survey (see Figure 4), meant the employment of this group focused strategy 

was inapplicable unless we considered all of these mounds to constitute one group on its own. We were 

not prepared to undertake such a large excavation program. Jaime Awe was aware of a suitable group of 

mounds which would not only fit our criteria for unit of analysis, but also be manageable in a single 

field season. 

 

 The initial impetus for investigating at the Bedran Group was the ambiguity posed by the ditches 

in the fields surrounding the mound group (see Figure 2). As one-time Archaeological Commissioner of 

Belize, Awe was partly responsible for promoting a survey which documented these ditches (Kirke 

1980). Evident was a close spatial association of these ditches to the Bedran Group, however, although 

their prehistoric provenience was noted by Kirke's (1980) report, their functional relationship was still 

very much speculative since no excavation had been undertaken in either the ditches or the mounds. In 

the summer of 1992, as part of a proposed larger settlement investigation plan, the Bedran Group 

mounds were examined (Figure 5) and preliminary relational observations detailed (Conlon 1993a and 

1993c). The inclusion of an eastern shrine (Powis 1993b) and the presence of numerous ritual deposits, 

including an eccentric cache (Iannone 1993b), gave some indications of the significance of this groups' 

former occupants.  
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 After the 1992 season, it was evident that more questions concerning group dynamics at Bedran 

remained to be answered (Conlon 1993a:206). Therefore, a second season of investigations were 

conducted in the summer of 1993. Aspects which needed further clarification included testing mounds in 

the settlement cluster outside of the Bedran Group to amplify our chronological database, a more 

complete survey of the linear indentations and other mounding in the vicinity, and excavations at similar 

groupings to obtain comparative data for assessing status differences between similarly configured 

groups. These investigations also provide data for the preliminary examination of intracommunity 

relationships at Baking Pot. 

 

SURVEY 

 

 As part of our goal to increase our survey database, reconnaissance in 1993 included field 

walking a portion of land owned by Senor Abdala Bedran. This land was located north of the Bedran 

Settlement Cluster (field N1) towards the Belize River (fields N2 to N5). Five crew members 

participated in the field walking exercise, noting only obvious mounding and, thus the study cannot be 

considered comprehensive. The intent was to obtain a better understanding of obvious mounding in 

order to expand the terminal phase settlement database in the immediate vicinity of the Bedran Group 

with which future investigations could be developed. 

 

 The field immediately north of the Bedran Group was designated N2. It contained Mounds 1 and 

2 of the newly designated Boca Raton Group (not shown) located 75 meters north of the Bedran Group. 

There is a patio group (also, not shown) about 200 meters to the west of Boca Raton which is associated 

with the West Palm Group. This patio group has two low mounds, one on the north and one on the 

south, on top of a one meter high platform about 75 meters square in area. Both the West Palm and Boca 

Raton Groups can be considered affiliates of the larger Bedran Settlement Cluster because of their 

proximity to the larger Bedran Group. 

 

 It was in field N2 that we were able to follow the continuation of the linear indentations from 

field N1. The 1993 tape and compass survey included only the mounds of the Boca Raton Group so it is 

necessary to provide a brief description here regarding the linear indentation system. The indentations in 

the western extremity of the 1992 Bedran survey turn eastward almost immediately north of the survey 

limit. They pass through the western aguada which abuts the appended platform at the southern base of 

Mound 2 of Boca Raton. The indentation continues out of the eastern end of this aguada to connect with 

a second aguada, the South Aguada, located immediately southeast of Boca Raton Mound 1. Again the 

indentation exits at the eastern end of this aguada and continues parallel to the north survey limit until it 

turns south, into the last indentation in the eastern end of the 1992 survey, which connects directly to the 

creek running through to Baking Pot Group II and the Belize River (see Figure 1).  

 

 The aguada northeast of Boca Raton Mound 1, or North Aguada, is not recognizably part of the 

linear indentation - aguada system. Its close proximity to the South Aguada makes it potentially 

inclusive, but, silting, such as occurred at the round bottom canals of the El Pedernal bajo near Rio Azul 

(Culbert et al 1990:120), may have made its connection imperceptible on the modern ground surface.   

 

 We were not able to meet our goal of excavating portions of this system this past season. 

Extensive excavations of this system are still required before we can begin to fully comprehend its 

functional nature. It is expected that results similar to those found at Rio Azul (Culbert et al 1990) and at 
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Pulltrowser Swamp in Northern Belize (Harrison 1990) will help to further heighten our understanding 

of the temporal and spatial extent of ancient water management and agricultural systems. 

 

 Field N3, north of the Boca Raton field N2, was a long, narrow field, seemingly devoid of 

recognizable mounding. There are, however, irregular patches of low scrub set amidst the longer, 1.5 

meter high, tiger grass that abounds in this pasture land. These scrub patches are generally no more than 

10 centimetres higher than the almost level, present day ground surface.  

 

 The scrub patches are generally amorphous in shape, although approximately round and 3 - 6 

meters in diameter, with no distinguishing artifact scatters or cut stones visible on the surface. Although 

not substantially higher than the modern ground surface their vegetation cover approximates that of the 

Miami Group immediately south of the Bedran Group, and thus, should be considered for possible 

inclusion in the prehistoric mound count.  However, their inclusion in the prehistoric settlement figures 

at Baking Pot will remain problematical until such time that test excavations can confirm their ancient 

cultural significance. 

 

 The main locale for these innocuous mounds is between the Bedran Settlement Cluster and a 

similar settlement cluster, discovered in 1993, over 500 meters to the northwest. Subsequently 

designated the Naxima Settlement Cluster, the focus of this settlement is the Naxima Group, an 

approximately 2 meter high platform, about 100 square meters at the base, with 2, and maybe 3, low 

mounds surmounting it. Several mounds were in close proximity 25 meters to the east of the platform, 

and some 75 meters to the west, mounds over a meter in height were observed. 

 

 The occurrence of several mounds on top of a high platform is similar to the instance of the main 

mound at the Cas Pek Group of Cahal Pech (Awe et al 1992; and Cheetham et al 1993). The Cas Pek 

Group has been identified as an area that was likely an important farming community and shell 

workshop which possibly provided support services to the elite in the site core of Cahal Pech (Awe et al 

1992:58; Awe personal communication). 

 

 Another feature associated with the Naxima Settlement Cluster is a series of linear indentations 

similar to those found at the Bedran Settlement Cluster (Conlon 1993a and 1993c). Primarily aligned 

north-south, these rectilinear ditches appear to connect to an east-west oriented ditch just south of the 

Naxima Group and emptying into an aguada about 50 meters southeast of the Naxima Group's platform. 

The apparent lack of any creek in close proximity to the group suggests it operated somewhat differently 

than the Bedran system. At the least it relied only upon precipitation and subsequent drainage to feed its 

aguada. Preliminary observations would suggest that similar agricultural pursuits to those of the Bedran 

Settlement Cluster were likely undertaken though the platform configuration of the cluster focus group 

of Naxima may indicate a different social, religious and/or political community organizational 

relationship. These are only preliminary observations and a future season of investigation would be 

worthwhile for providing data pertinent to intragroup comparison at Baking Pot. 

 

 To summarize, settlement density is certainly not consistent throughout the valley. What is 

readily apparent is that the high mound density near Baking Pot is by no means replicated two 

kilometers west of the site core (see also Willey et al 1965). The diminishing density of mounds beyond 

the site center of Baking Pot, coupled with the smaller nucleated settlement cluster data, indicates a 

more diverse settlement system than can be represented by any hypothetically constructed regional 

model. We are presently suitably armed with a three tiered construct (Iannone 1993c) which provides all 
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the refinement necessary (see Hendon 1992:36) for guiding analysis of settlement distribution (see de 

Montmollin 1988:156) when excavation is effectively employed. Bedran and Naxima are already made 

ideal components of analysis (Conlon 1993a:181).  

 

BOCA RATON GROUP 

 

 Boca Raton is both the closest group to the plazuela of the Bedran Group and it also has the two 

volumetrically largest mounds in the designated Bedran Settlement Cluster. We needed to include 

testing of Bedran Cluster mounds in order to meet another of our goals concerning future development 

of intragroup comparison for purposes of examining site intra-relatedness. Ascertaining chronological 

interrelationships and defining structure morphology were objectives of excavations at this group. 

 

 Mound 1 at Boca Raton is approximately 75 meters north of the Bedran Group. It is almost 22 

meters N/S by 14 meters E/W at its base and over 4.25 meters high. The several cut stones around the 

base of this mound, similar in size and quality to the steps of Mound 1 at the Bedran Group, coupled 

with its overall size and proximity to the Bedran plazuela, made it an intriguing target for excavation. 

This type of configuration, a large mound and a nearby plazuela group, bore a resemblance to the 

Melhado site (Willey and Bullard 1956) approximately two kilometers north of Cahal Pech. 

 

 One 2 x 2 meter unit was placed directly on top of the primary axis to recover as much of the 

mound's potential chronology as possible (Figure 6(top)). A second 2 x 2 meter unit was placed midway 

up the south face of the mound in order to search for a possible access point which might be oriented 

towards the Bedran Group. Both excavations were disappointing for their almost complete lack of 

architectural and artifactual data. These units were abandoned before reaching a sterile level to pursue 

operations within the Bedran Group itself. 

 

 Mound 2 is 28 meters E/W by 8 meters N/S rising 1.90 meters above the present ground surface 

(Figure 6(bottom)). A single unit was placed along the mound's primary axis. Artifactual evidence 

recovered from this mound was not any greater than that of Mound 1, however, we did encounter a 

platform as evidenced by the positioning of a number of poorly cut limestone blocks. This platform was 

found relatively deep below the surface, almost 40 centimetres. Most terminal architecture within the 

Bedran Group was within 5-10 centimetres of the present day surface. This suggests there was an 

unpreserved terminal platform in Mound 2. This is not peculiar for it was also difficult to distinguish 

platform surfaces in Mound 4 of the Bedran Group. Unless cut stones defining a platform edge were 

present there was little in the way of definable plaster surfaces. Some small flakes of plaster did remain 

in places and suggest that a hard-packed clay floor was only lightly washed with plaster to form the 

living surface (Conlon 1993a:201). 

 

 The ceramic remains from Boca Raton were entirely from the latter portion of the Late Classic 

period (A.D. 750-850). The fill in the mounds is also similar to the Late Classic preference for clay fill 

used in the Bedran Group (as opposed to the previous period Early Classic rubble and brown dirt fill). 

The apparent dearth of architectural data from Mound 1 would lead one not to ascribe it a structural 

function. However, as noted, platform construction can be extremely ephemeral. The apparent lack of 

stairs on the south face may be the result of unit placement on top 
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of a clay surfaced terrace, or, behind a platform wall. Mound 1 may yet be a Late Classic structure of 

indefinable architecture owing to unfortuitous unit placement. 

 

 Two other possibilities exist which may explain our excavation results. One includes the 

possibility that this mound was an incomplete construction effort, abandoned near the time of the 

Terminal Classic "collapse". A second possibility could suggest that this mound was waste material 

dredged from the adjacent North and South aguadas and even the linear indentations themselves. This 

"waste mound" may have been a store for construction material to be used at a later date, stockpiled in 

order to maximize the areal extent of the agricultural fields. This hypothetical stockpile may explain in 

part the loose cut stones spaced sporadically around its base. Perhaps continued excavations in the future 

could clarify this mystery. 

 

BEDRAN GROUP 

 

 Two specific questions remained unanswered about the Bedran Group after the 1992 operations 

had terminated (Figure 5). One question pertained to the potential data unexcavated from the plazuela 

area at the base of Mound 2. The second concerned the relationship of Mound 1 to Mound 2, and thus, 

the Group as a whole. Was Mound 1 a focus of Group ritual activity? To answer these questions 

operations were resumed on both of these structures. 

 

 In 1992, Mound 1 underwent operations at its summit and at its base. Late Classic deposits of 

ritual significance were recovered from on top of the mound. These included the circumscribed burning 

of plaster platform surfaces, the deposition of a red-powdered substance identified as crushed red ochre, 

and the caching of a partial vessel identified as an Early Classic Dos Arroyos - Orange Polychrome 

(Conlon 1993a:201). There was no evidence for this cache being intrusive and the inclusion of an Early 

Classic vessel in a Late Classic context may indicate a construction in the early facet of the Tiger Run 

phase, or, a vessel which remained an integral part of a number of generations (heirloom) before it was 

carefully cached in this area. 

 

 Although the number of caches was significantly lower than that of Mound 2's, and no burials of 

any kind were encountered in the area excavated, these deposits signified a possible focus of some 

importance for Mound 1. The apparent importance of Mound 1 lead to the subsequent identification of 

the Bedran Group as a South and East Structure-Focus Group (cf. Chase and Chase 1985:55). In order to 

confirm this proposed designation we opened a new 2 x 2 meter unit directly south of the basal step of 

Mound 1. This placement would hopefully garner further evidence for a structure focus designation 

based upon the possibility of substair caches such as those found in Mound 2. 

 

 Excavations in 1993 revealed a portion of a late Early Classic platform that may have been 

connected with the bottom most terminal stairs and with successive platform modifications as revealed 

in 1992. Three large river cobbles were uncovered in the southeast quadrant of the unit, "hanging" in the 

middle of the homogeneous construction fill, underneath this Early Classic platform. This may be an 

indication of a hearth area, as in Mound 4 at its surface (Conlon 1993a:202). However, there was no 

indication of burning on these stones. Similar cobbles were found in Mound 2 behind the west face of 

the north terminal basal platform and likely acted as a retaining wall during construction, eventually 

faced with suitable cut stones. This was not the case at Mound 1 for there was no associated wall 

abutting these cobbles. Their function remains a mystery. 
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 In the southest quadrant there was revealed what we thought was initially a portion of a plaster 

platform. Further excavation revealed this to be a large cut stone overlying typical brown dirt and rubble 

indicative of the Early Classic period at the Bedran Group. The Early Classic context was confirmed by 

ceramic analysis of the sherds recovered from this strata. The rubble construction fill was irregular and 

sloped down to the north. This fill was found to abut a plaster surface identified as the early Late Classic 

penultimate plaza floor (c. A.D. 600-650). In this area, we found evidence for a replastering of the initial 

plaza surface which was not evident in excavations through the plazuela north of the basal step of the 

terminal phase of architecture.      

 

 Eventually we uncovered a large hole, almost one meter square, cut through both the penultimate 

plaza floor and its replastered area in the southwest quadrant of the unit. Further excavations in this area 

revealed stratigraphy similar to that encountered in the 1992 plazuela unit of this mound. This makes the 

hole in the plaster floors enigmatic for there would seem to be little if any depth for which to deposit 

anything here, except maybe a vessel, such as the previously mentioned Dos Arroyos - Orange 

Polychrome recovered in the Late Classic construction phase. It is still possible that this vessel was 

retrieved from the plazuela area and placed on top of the mound since Late Classic construction is what 

directly overlies this Early Classic platform. A similar instance of `empty hole phenomena' was reported 

from Blackman Eddy where it was suggested that termination ritual activity was represented (Garber et 

al 1992:7). 

 

 After these excavations it would be inappropriate to continue designating this group as a South 

and East Structure-Focus Group (see Chase and Chase 1985:55) or a Plaza Plan 2 type group (Becker 

1983:169). 

 

 However, the few ritualistic deposits that are present, its volumetric dominance within the 

Group, its physical attachment to Mound 2, as well as their similar heights, suggests that Mound 1 must 

be considered to have had an increased importance relative to the small Late Classic domiciles of 

Mounds 3 and 4 (Conlon 1993a:192; Powis 1993b:222). 

 

 The five burials and six caches recovered in 1992 from Mound 2 kept us busy within the main 

platforms of the structures. Mound 2 was the only mound where adjacent plaza excavations were not 

undertaken in 1992. To remedy this we reopened the last meter on the west of our old excavation and 

extended it another meter westward to lengthen the total unit to 8 meters long east-west (Figure 7). 

Objectives included better delineation of architectural features as well as confirming the plaza 

morphology discerned from the 1992 excavations at the other three mounds within the Group. 

 

 Upon opening the newer northern section of the unit we encountered what we were later able to 

identify as indications of terminal architectural collapse, within which included Sherd Cluster 1 that was 

initially designated Cache 7 upon discovery (Figure 8). Its similarity to the sealed Cache 15 directly 

below it leads us to suspect this deposit was purposeful and did have a ritualistic significance, and 

therefore, remains designated Cache 7. 

 

 The extended excavations confirmed the continuance of a central stair subsequently found to be 

flanked by a basal platform seven courses high. The terminal phase stairs lead down to an appended 

platform extending the length of our unit and overlying the terminal plaza floor. 
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Figure 8: Profile of the Bedran Group Mound 2   1993 operations (detail of plaza excavations).
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 Above this appended platform was found Burial 8. Burial 8 consisted of a few fragments of a 

human long bone, but its occurrence within the surface stratum makes its burial status designation 

questionable. It may have come from a disturbed context such as a midden or collapsed terminal phase 

construction. 

 

 Cache 8, on the other hand, offers no such puzzle. It is a large concentration of sherds, a number 

of which can be refitted to form partial vessels. There was also a single eccentric (Figure 9(i)) which is 

similar to the one found in Burial 2 in 1992 (Figure 9(ii)). Cache 8 was found directly upon the 

appended platform, and suggests a termination ritual occurred here c. A.D. 850. Similar sherd clusters 

have been found at nearby Xunantunich (Chase 1993:42) and at Blackman Eddy (Garber et al 1992:9). 

 

 Sealed within this appended platform were numerous Late Classic period caches and burials. 

These deposits, along with those discovered in 1992, are listed in Tables 1 and 2 and will not be 

discussed individually here. However, a quick note about the sherd clusters is warranted. To date, we 

know of "sherd scatters" found associated with site abandonment at Xunantunich (Chase 1993:46). At 

Group 1 near Blackman Eddy there was uncovered a termination deposit within the Early Classic 

construction fill of Structure 1C (Driver et al 1992:6).  

 The capping of these deposits at the time of construction of the appended platform at Bedran 

suggests they were part of a single occurrence. The likely sequence of events probably included first, 

carefully laying the elements of Cache 16 (Figure 10) and 17, followed by the placement of the partial 

vessels of Caches 9, 10, and 14, after which numerous sherds were deposited with Cache 14 to form a 

large sherd cluster. Finally, two sherd clusters, Caches 11 and 12, were laid central to, and west of, the 

shrine inset before being capped by the plaster of the appended platform. In this regard, what we have 

designated as separate caches in the course of our excavations are really numerous different elements of 

a single event c. A.D.800 - 825.  

 

 The recovery of sherd clusters within the appended platform at Bedran suggest that this type of 

activity was not limited to termination rituals at the time of abandonment. Garber (1983) has suggested 

that broken artifacts not only are associated with abandonment but also termination (cf. Driver et al 

1992:4). The stratigraphically sealed Bedran sherd clusters suggest they were originally an integral part 

of the dedicatory rituals revolving around death and rebirth and are likely to be found in various contexts 

other than abandonment throughout the valley in Classic period times.  

 

 The plazuela sequence for Mound 2 is not easily correlated with the other three plazuela units 

because of the intrusive Late Classic deposits that destroyed the barely perceptible Early Classic 

plazuela floor. For the first time though, we see a fair number of Hermitage phase sherds, albeit, mixed 

with the intrusive Late Classic deposits. The concentration of Hermitage phase sherds here confirms 

Mound 2's primacy within the Bedran Group (Conlon 1993a:200; Powis 1993b:217). 

 

 The level underneath the terminal plazuela floor falls within the early Spanish Lookout phase (c. 

A.D. 700-750) (Conlon 1993a:198). Beginning at the bottom of this level is Burial 12, which likely 

overlies the sterile old ground surface of the Group. This needs to be further clarified for this interment 

was left unexcavated after discovery late on the last day of operations in 1993. It was very well 

preserved and similar to Burial 11, but had no grave goods. Burial 12 shall be recovered in 1994. 
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   Burial 11 is a fully extended, prone adult male with two partial vessels and one miniature vessel 

comprising its funerary finery (Figures 11 and 12). Located on its right elbow were fragments of two 

long bones not belonging to the individual of Burial 11. It was later discovered that these two bones 

could be refitted to the adolescent in Burial 9 (Figure 13). It thus seems as though Burial 9 individual's 

ulna and radius were purposely meant to accompany the individual of Burial 11. The possible 

association is one of a sacrificial victim subservient to the individual interred in Burial 11 partly 

supported by the bloodletting paraphernalia from Cache 18. The items in Cache 18 may have been used 

in the sacrificial ritual of the adolescent of Burial 9. However, the relationship is somewhat muddled by 

Burial 12. 

 

 Since the individual of Burial 11 was interred before Burial 9 was interred it may be that the 

individual in Burial 9 was purposely butchered and a portion of his body laid with Burial 11. Because 

Cache 18 intercedes between these two burials it is considered to be coeval with these interments. Cache 

18 consisted of a partial vessel identified as an early form of a Platon Punctated-Incised and thus 

provides a basis for assigning a date of interment (c. A.D. 725-750). This coincides with the proposed 

construction of the terminal plaza floor, around A.D. 700-750, based upon ceramic evidence from the 

other plaza excavations in 1992. Burial 12, though, also seems coeval with this event since it too must 

have been laid at the time of the construction of the terminal plaza floor. Burial 12's lack of grave goods 

would suggest a lesser status than Burial 11 and thus a possible attendant of Burial 11. 

 

 Burial 10 was discovered north of the central axis within the same level as Burials 9, 11, and 12, 

but off the primary axis to the north, in front (west) of the terminal basal platform. This represents a 

separate, intrusive, interment during the Spanish Lookout phase of the Late Classic period after the 

appended platform was added (c. A.D. 800-825). No grave goods were recovered and, although buried 

next to the eastern shrine, was not necessarily an individual of paramount importance in the Bedran elite 

lineage. 

 

 The shrine is described as inset earlier because at this point in time, c. A.D. 700-750, there were 

two opposing columns, three courses high, resting on the terminal plaza floor with a small, 65 

centimeter opening, into a larger, niche area (Figure 14). This configuration is strikingly similar to that 

of Room 1 on Structure II-A at Baking Pot. The shrine platform of Mound 2 at Bedran came about early 

in the Spanish Lookout phase (c. A.D. 750-775). This date is based upon the early facet Dolphin Head 

Red vessels 1 and 2 as well as the form and surface decoration of the Platon Punctated-Incised vessels 3 

through 6 of Cache 13 which show distinct similarities to Rosario Incised of the earlier Tiger Run phase 

(see Gifford 1976:196 and 256). The shrine platform bears a resemblance to the niche above the 

masonry altar in Room 1 of Structure II-A at Baking Pot. 

 

 Later, around A.D.775 - 800, the intrusive Burial 7, was placed upon the south column/pillar set 

into the plaster surface. This interment consisted of an adult skull only. This may have been another 

sacrificial victim whose body was not recovered in our excavations. On the other hand, Cache 6 may be 

associated with Burial 5, whose cranial remains were absent. In either cas, there seems to be some 

evidence for the practice of ancestor worship whereby the head is retained for continued reverence in 

post mortem rituals (cf. Welsh 1988:196). Laporte (1993:310) reports of niche areas on Structure 5D-87-

8 and 5D-82-5 at Mundo Perdido, and 5E-38 in the East Plaza at Tikal, the first having stone carved 

human skulls on the sides and back of the niche. Perhaps there is a link between ancestral head worship 

at the shrine inset of Bedran and the placement of effigy censors in this niche type of architectural 

setting. 
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 At Cahal Pech we find a room specifically designed for one of the ruling elite. This also occurs 

at Baking Pot in Group II. The rooms were likely part of the living display of pomp while niche areas 

likely contained some form of ritual paraphernalia. The inclusion of a shrine inset for the specific 

purpose of "housing" ritual paraphernalia such as effigy censors representative of ancestors, or even the 

human heads of the ancestors themselves, was apparently an important feature within major site centers. 

Housed representations of individuals and events is important as exemplified by the large rooms built 

for stelae at the Twin Pyramid Complexes at Tikal. 

 

 Twin Pyramid Complexes at Tikal have alluded functional interpretation (Coe 1988:78). But 

what is readily apparent is their replication of the Great Plaza configuration. The main plaza at Tikal has 

two opposing temples on the east and west, a multi-roomed palace construction on the south and 

numerous temples on the North Acropolis with a higher number of stelae. The Twin Pyramid 

Complexes conform to this type of configuration with their two opposing pyramids, a multi-roomed 

palace structure on the south, and a stela erection in the north. It is our contention that the niche area in 

Mound 2 at the Bedran Group is similarly an attempt to mirror not only the architectural configurations 

of the core at Baking Pot, but also, like the Twin Pyramid Complexes at Tikal embody the heart of their 

related site-core, to mirror all of the mightiest manifestations central to elite power and control. 

 

 The significance of these "rooms" is further signified by the temple of inscriptions at Palenque. 

Both mythological and historical events are recorded in texts of temple structures, including births, 

accession, and bloodletting (Schele 1990:143). The seating glyph at Cahal Pech is a similar 

manifestation (Awe 1992b:77). Of significance to Bedran is the inclusion of the Primary Standard 

Sequence in these room texts which indicates temple dedication (Schele 1990:143). The PSS is 

displayed upon the Orange Walk Incised vessel from Burial 2 in Mound 2 (previously described as a 

Sotero Red Brown bowl, see Powis 1993b), as well as the Teotihuacan hollow oven foot tripod vase of 

Cache 1. Schele (1990:156) states "similar dedication and termination caches are documented at almost 

all Maya sites including the lip-to-lip caches found at Tikal, Uaxactun, and the northeastern Peten and 

Belize." These similarities coincide with the Bedran Group's Peten artifactual and architectural 

influences and poses the question of this Group's participation in the larger peer-polity network (see 

Freidel 1986). 

 

 A vessel similar to that of Cache 1 at Bedran was confiscated from looters in 1978 digging in 

Structure A-1 in the core of Cahal Pech (Awe 1992b:80), and is possibly from a high status burial. 

Vessel 4 of Burial 2 at Bedran (Figure 15), with its PSS glyph band, also indicates a very high status 

individual. These types of "cacao" vessels have been found in tombs of high status individuals within 

site cores, such as at Rio Azul (Hall et al 1990). A similar vessel belonging to Lord Smoke-Squirrel of 

Naranjo found in a high status burial at Buenavista  attests to the affirmation of ties between elites 

(Taschek and Ball 1992; and Ball 1993:260). As at Zinic (Iannone and Conlon 1993:84), elite affiliation 

is further solidified by the inclusion of the eccentrics of Cache 3 (see Iannone 1993b). At Bedran, this 

conformity confirms the entrenchment of the Bedran elite within the peer-polity interaction sphere. 

 

 The full implications of Caracol's defeat of Tikal in A.D. 492 is still not well understood. Neither 

is Caracol's relationship regarding the Belize Valley. The Late Classic period is supposedly one marked 

by waning relationships with the Peten (Gifford 1976:288). However, 



 
2
5
3
 

~~ ~~ ~m 
Figure 15: Glyph band rollout from an Oram,Je Walk Incised bowl 

(Vessel 4) of Burial 2 . Mound 2. the Bed ran Group. 
Baking Pot . Scale l/3 actual size. 

~~ 



 254 

Naranjo appears to be the favourite in consideration for supreme domination over all of the Belize 

Valley (cf. Ball and Taschek 1991; and Leventhal et al 1992), itself aligned with Tikal. It is not 

surprising then that similarities of lip-to-lip caches at Tikal, Bedran, and Group 1 at Blackman Eddy all 

testify to a strong relationship with the Peten. 

 

 This hypothesis has further support in the inclusion of Manik Complex (A.D. 250-550) ceramics 

direct from the Peten in the Bedran Sherd Clusters 11 and 12 (see Culbert 1993, Figures 15b, 16a, and 

17a). The Tikal-Naranjo connection is further demonstrated by the inclusion of ceramic vessel types 

originally manufactured in the Peten, although they may have enjoyed a brief respite with the Baking 

Pot site core elite before finding their final resting place at the Bedran Group. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

 Several observations regarding the significance of our research methodology must be examined 

here. The main thrust of Garber et al. (1990:17) site distribution analysis is the apparent spatial 

regularity of similar sized sites at around 10 kilometers. This 10K zone has important implications for 

site investigations. It suggests that, in order to understand intracommunity organization, an area of 

almost 100 square kilometers must be considered the operative areal extent for investigation. This is too 

enormous for any single project to successfully complete both the necessary and excavation operations 

with the limited funding that most are operating under. However, the five kilometer transects proposed 

for the Xunantunich Archaeological Project (Yaeger 1993:119) shall provide a large database with 

which to begin more fully analysing the entirety of site level dynamics. 

 

 There is no reason why a similarly large scale survey could not be undertaken at Baking Pot. At 

the same time, BVAR researchers could continue to employ the settlement group level of analysis to 

continue the facilitation of middle level settlement studies. As investigations progress over the next 

several years a full range of settlement units, as at Cahal Pech, should come to light at Baking Pot. In the 

meantime, we have begun the initial phases of intragroup analysis at Bedran, and coupled with future 

investigations at the Naxima Settlement Cluster, will be able to make observations regarding intragroup 

relationships. 

 

 Both the Bedran and Naxima Settlement Clusters are roughly 2 kilometers from the site core of 

Baking Pot. This is the limit of survey which has taken place to date at Cahal Pech  where we already 

knew of the Melhado Group (Willey and Bullard 1956). It is only recently that excavations were begun 

at a substantial settlement unit designated the Zubin Group (Iannone 1993a), also around 2 kilometers 

from the site core of Cahal Pech. This has important implications for researching intracommunity 

relationships. 

 

 Garber et al (1993:20) have noted that minor ceremonial centers, such as Actuncan, Manbatty, 

Zinic, and Zopilote, occur within two kilometers of sites with ballcourts (Xunantunich, Blackman Eddy, 

and Cahal Pech) and likely "functioned as ancestral shrines for lineages or sub-lineages that were related 

to the ruling lineage of the main site core". A similar role for Zinic has been proposed by both Conlon 

(1992:87) and Iannone (1992:114). Cheetham et al (1993a:167) also proposed an "intimate association 

with the lineage(s) represented within the site core" of Cahal Pech for the "specialized ceremonial 

architectural grouping" (Cheetham 1993a:169) of Zopilote. 
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 This designation is significant for unlike Zinic, which has two potential residential mounds 

within its grouping, the main group at Zopilote is comprised only of large temple structures. The lack of 

incorporated residential structures at Zopilote suggests that it must have operated, in at least one way, 

differently from Zinic. The multiplaza Zubin Group, on the other hand, may represent a third, more 

autonomous role than either Zinic or Zopilote (G. Iannone, Personal Communication 1993). However, 

the exact nature of the relationship between core elite and their affiliated peripheral elite in the Belize 

Valley remains to be revealed through further survey and excavation. 

 

 There is enough evidence to suggest that deposits and architecture of the eastern shrine at Bedran 

mirrored not only Baking Pot's Group II, but also similar manifestations in the site cores of Cahal Pech 

and Buenavista, and even as far away as Rio Azul and Tikal, suggesting the Bedran Group inhabitants 

were very much a part of the upper echelon, fully participating within the "Great Tradition" (Gossen and 

Leventhal 1993:211) and "peer-polity network" (Freidel 1986). How, or why, this relationship existed is 

a question which needs further examination. The answer seems to revolve around identifying the 

potential role Bedran fulfilled in regards to the social, political, and economic realm of Baking Pot. 

 

 Several conditions may have been in effect at Bedran. One probable function could have 

included producing surplus foodstuffs for the consumption of those inhabiting the high density area 

nearer the Baking Pot site core. Whether this was exacted or redistributed by the ruling elite in the core 

such as at Nohmul (Harrison 1990:110) or simply a service driven by economics (Freidel and 

Scarborough 1982:133) is debatable. A second mode of production could have included the growing of 

commercial crops specifically for elite consumption and/or distribution. These crops could have include 

cacao, cotton, and copal. Again, it is unclear whether these goods would be core directed requirements 

or Bedran's chosen economic pursuits. They could of course be both. What is evident is that Bedran was 

capable of producing more than it needed for its own consumptive purposes and any surplus was either 

core elite dominion, for which Bedran may be rewarded, or, economically driven production, which 

Bedran would be rewarded with increased potential for acquiring status items, as long as they were 

mindful of proper maintenance of their kinship ties. 

 

 We suggest there was a mutually dependent relationship between the Bedran lineage and the 

Baking Pot core elite. This interdependence is displayed in the close kinship ties exemplified by the 

Bedran Groups capabilities to acquire and display high status items, as well as participate in ritualistic 

practices similar to those demonstrated in the site core. In return for continued participation in this 

relationship the Bedran elite likely provided valuable support services in the form of surplus foodstuffs, 

elite consumptive items, or both. This enabled Baking Pot to participate fully within the per-polity 

interaction sphere and thus afforded Bedran similar rewards and increased status. Reciprocally, as 

Baking Pot's fortunes waned so to did those of the Bedran Group. 

 

 This agricultural surplus was the result of successful exploitation of the labor force in the 

manipulation of the environment. The control of land and labor was maintained through the settlement 

cluster peoples participation in the ritualistic displays and offerings to the gods performed by the Bedran 

elite, legitimizing Bedran's position in the elite stratum of society and perpetuating allegiance to, and 

patronage of, the Bedran Group lineage. The relative security offered to settlement cluster inhabitants by 

the surplus foodstuffs likely played a key role in their continued participation within this elite directed 

operation. 
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DISCUSSION 

 

 The question still remains whether the Bedran Group inhabitants were rulers, or, were 

themselves ruled. The answer to this question is largely dependent upon ones operationalization of the 

term "ruler". If reserved for identifying kings within the cores of major centers then the Bedran lineage 

head would have to be excluded from this designation. The interrelatedness of Bedran and Baking Pot 

elite characterizations leads us to conclude that there was no less than a primary elite presence at 

Bedran, directly related through descent, marriage, or affiliation to the ruling family of Group II. 

 

 The Bedran community was dependent upon not only kinship ties but the successful exploitation 

of land and labour. The economic productivity of this small area in the periphery of Baking Pot 

demonstrates its importance in maintaining kinship based status differentiators during the Late Classic 

period (Conlon 1992:84-85). 

 

CONCLUSIONS  

 

 Our small scale research focus takes years to have any direct influence upon the analyses of 

regional dynamics. Our research is ultimately more costly both temporally and monetarily, but it is also 

a reliable way to begin to develop larger scale polity analyses. We thus do not feel compelled to follow 

those that profess regional studies as the only viable methodological doctrine, but in fact, scrutinize with 

a healthy scepticism those that would contend their regional perspective has more important 

implications for intracommunity analyses. On the contrary, we propose that our research has equally 

viable implications to those concerned with regional models which may need readjustment after more 

intensive excavations within these regions are performed. 
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