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THE 2005 SEASON OF INVESTIGATIONS 

 
 
 
 
Between June and August 2005 and in January 2006 the Belize Valley Archaeological 
Reconnaissance (BVAR) Project conducted its seventeenth field season under the 
direction of Dr. Jaime Awe.  In the summer sessions the bulk of the work was focused on 
the Caves Branch Rockshelter (located in the Caves Branch River Valley) and the Pook’s 
Hill plazuela (located in the Roaring Creek Valley), while the winter session was 
concentrated at Cahal Pech (see map overleaf). 
 Dr. Gabriel Wrobel rejoined the project and reinitiated work at the Caves Branch 
Rockshelter following up on research that the project conducted there under the 
supervision of Dr. Juan Luis Bonor in 1995.  These excavations were aimed at: clarifying 
the mortuary function of the ancient ‘cemetery’ site, evaluating principal periods of site 
utilization, and generating a demographically-representative skeletal population (Wrobel 
& Tyler, this volume).  Christophe Helmke continued supervising the work at Pook’s 
Hill, where research excavations were conducted to identify and document ancient 
domestic and ritual activities as well as to complete restoration works on five structures 
that were scheduled for consolidation (Helmke, this volume).  In the winter session Dr. 
Jaime Awe and Myka Schwanke resumed work at Cahal Pech –a site that has been a 
long-standing focus of the BVAR project– where trial excavations were aimed at 
elucidating architectural details of the uninvestigated structures in Plaza C, around the 
Eastern Ballcourt (Awe & Schwanke, this volume). 
 Following up on the Tourism Development Project (TDP) investigations at 
Xunantunich, Helmke and Awe, with the collaboration of Nikolai Grube, have prepared a 
comprehensive review of the carved monuments and hieroglyphic inscriptions of the site 
(Helmke et al., this volume).  This research was prompted by the TDP discovery of Panel 
2 at Xunantunich in 2003, an important historical text that may well be the best-preserved 
inscription documented to date in the greater Belize Valley. 
 
 The success of the 2005 season relied on the efforts and collaboration of many.  
On behalf of the project we would like to thank the Institute of Archaeology and the 
National Institute of Culture and History for granting us a permit to conduct the research 
described in this volume.  The staff of the Institute of Archaeology has been exceedingly 
helpful and we extend our appreciation for all their continued assistance along the way. 
 At the University of Mississippi we had the support and technical assistance of the 
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs. 
 In San Ignacio we owe a special thank you to the proprietors and staff of the 
Cahal Pech Village.  We value their help, appreciate their patience, and thank them for 
giving us a home.  Particular thanks to Dan and Miriam Silva, Lenny Wragg, and their 
staff.  Gratitude is also due to Ray and Vicki Snaddon of the Pook’s Hill Lodge for their 
permission to continue work at the site, great interest in the prehistory of their property 
and lasting support in all matters.  Ian Anderson and his staff are thanked for providing 
accommodations at the Caves Branch Adventure Lodge and their valuable assistance. 
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Despite the challenges of the field season, every member of the BVAR staff was 
exceptional in their professionalism, and never lacking in their dedication.  Indeed, none 
of the work described herein could ever have been accomplished without their devotion 
and perseverance.  For all these qualities and their ability to laugh at adversity, we would 
like to thank José “Jim” Puc, Nazario Puc, Carlos Chuc, Mario Carbajal, Manuel Cunil, 
Gilberto Puc Jr., Cameron Griffith, Rafael Guerra, Myka Schwanke, Bryan Haley, 
Norbert Stanchly, Julie Nehammer Knub, Martin Sneddon, Becky Scopa, and James 
Tyler.  Myka Schwanke and Rafael Guerra deserve special thanks for their invaluable 
assistance in efficiently handling matters of logistics and recruitment. 
 We would also like to thank the students of the BVAR field school, particularly 
(in alphabetical order): Georgia Billing, Jonathan Dankenbring, Jessica Hardy, Eva 
Jobbova, Jill Jordan, Amelia McCullough, Nicole Minkin, Colleen Milligan, Gwendolen 
Raley, Megan Rubenstein, and Danielle Tanguis for their enthusiasm and hard work. 
 
 Finally, we are especially grateful to our families for their love and patience 
during our long absences as well as for all their support and assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 

Jaime Awe – San Ignacio, Belize 
 

Christophe Helmke – Copenhagen, Denmark 
 

Gabriel Wrobel – San Ignacio, Belize 
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